
HAL Id: hal-04733378
https://univ-eiffel.hal.science/hal-04733378v1

Submitted on 12 Oct 2024

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.

Open licence - etalab

Numerical modeling of pavement deflection behavior
under the Traffic Speed Deflectometer

Abdelgader Abdelmuhsen, Jean-Michel Simonin, Franziska Schmidt, Denis
Lièvre, Alexis Cothenet, Murilo Freitas, Amine Ihamouten

To cite this version:
Abdelgader Abdelmuhsen, Jean-Michel Simonin, Franziska Schmidt, Denis Lièvre, Alexis Cothenet,
et al.. Numerical modeling of pavement deflection behavior under the Traffic Speed Deflectometer.
IFSTTAR - Institut Français des Sciences et Technologies des Transports, de l&apos;Aménagement
et des Réseaux. 2024. �hal-04733378�

https://univ-eiffel.hal.science/hal-04733378v1
http://www.etalab.gouv.fr/pages/licence-ouverte-open-licence-5899923.html
http://www.etalab.gouv.fr/pages/licence-ouverte-open-licence-5899923.html
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


Numerical modeling of pavement mechanical behavior under the TSD
A. ABDELMUHSENa,∗, J-M. SIMONINa, F. SCHMIDTb, D. LIÈVREa, A. COTHENETa,
M. FREITASa and A. IHAMOUTENa

aUniv Gustave Eiffel, MAST-LAMES, Nantes campus, F-44344 Bouguenais, France, abdelmuhsen.abdelgader@univ-eiffel.fr
bUniv Gustave Eiffel, MAST-EMGCU, F-77454 Marne-la-Vallée Cedex 2, France, franziska.schmidt@univ-eiffel.fr

A R T I C L E I N F O
Keywords:
Soil Mechanics
Subgrade Resilient Modulus
Pavement behaviour simulation
Traffic Speed Deflectiometer
Deflections Slope
Numerical Model
Data Processing
Dataset

A B S T R A C T
The Subgrade Resilient Modulus (𝑀𝑅) is a fundamental metric for assessing the performance of
pavement foundations, as it reflects the bearing capacity and stiffness of subgrade materials. Tra-
ditionally, 𝑀𝑅 has been estimated through backcalculation methods using deflection measurements
from Falling Weight Deflectometers (FWD). However, these conventional methods often encounter
limitations that can affect both their accuracy and efficiency. To address these issues, we propose a
novel approach utilizing an inverse model that substitutes the traditional FWD method with Traffic
Speed Deflectometer (TSD) deflection slope (𝐷𝑆 ) measurements for estimating𝑀𝑅. This new method
employs Machine Learning (ML) techniques to improve the precision and computational efficiency of
𝑀𝑅 estimations. Our approach involves constructing a synthetic dataset through a numerical forward
model to develop an inverse model capable of estimating 𝑀𝑅 from 𝐷𝑆 data. This data paper presents
the creation of the forward model dataset, which includes numerically simulated TSD deflection
slope measurements. The forward model is based on Burmister’s elastic linear isotropic theory and
is implemented using advanced techniques in Alizé-Lcpc software. The dataset integrates various
material and structural parameters to accurately reflect diverse pavement behaviors. Deflection data are
generated under dual-wheel loading conditions, with key deflection and slope parameters calculated
using the superposition principle and first derivative methods.

1. Introduction
The Subgrade Resilient Modulus (𝑀𝑅) of road structure

is a critical parameter in evaluating pavement foundation
performance, as it directly measures subgrade materials’
bearing capacity and stiffness. Traditionally, 𝑀𝑅 is es-
timated using backcalculation methods based on Falling
Weight Deflectometer (FWD) deflection measurements.
However, conventional techniques face operational limita-
tions that may compromise the accuracy and efficiency of
these estimates [1, 2].
To overcome these challenges, the authors propose an
inverse model that replaces the traditional FWD-based ap-
proach with the Traffic Speed Deflectometer (TSD) deflec-
tion slope (𝐷𝑆 ) for estimating 𝑀𝑅. This approach leverages
Machine Learning (ML) models to enhance the precision
and computational efficiency of 𝑀𝑅 predictions. The pro-
posed model uses a synthetic dataset to build through a
numerical forward model, designed to create an inverse
model that estimates 𝑀𝑅 using 𝐷𝑆 data [3–6].
Thus; this data paper outlines the development of the for-
ward model dataset, which consists of 235 numerically
simulated TSD deflection slope measurements. The forward
model is based on Burmister’s [7] elastic linear isotropic
theory, and the simulations are performed using advanced
techniques in the Alizé-Lcpc software [8]. The dataset
encompasses various material and structural properties,
comprehensively representing various pavement behavior
factors. The deflection data is calculated using the TSD un-
der dual-wheel loading conditions for a pavement structure.
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Key deflection and slope parameters are derived by applying
the superposition principle and the first derivative method.

TSD Principle of Operation

The TSD uses an articulated truck with a rear axle
applying a load of around 100 kN to the pavement while
operating at speeds of 70-80 km/h. Over ten Doppler laser
sensors measure deflection velocity near the load, as direct
measurements at the load point are impractical [9, 13].
To estimate the deflection slope, these sensors capture verti-
cal deflection velocity, which is corrected for vehicle speed
to obtain deflection slope. Then the slope is converted into
pavement deflection through curve fitting or numerical inte-
gration [10–13]. The resulting deflection basin data allows
the extraction of parameters like the Basic Damage Index
(BDI) and Surface Curvature Index (SCI) to assess the
pavement’s structural health and residual life [14].

Figure 1: TSD measurment system
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Numerical Forward Modelling
1.1. Alize-LCPC

Alize-LCPC is the reference software for pavement de-
sign in France. It incorporates Burmister’s multi-layer elastic
linear model to compute pavement stresses, strains, and
deflections. The design process compares calculated val-
ues across pavement layers to allowable limits based on
material fatigue and rutting behavior, adhering to French
standards (NF P98-086/2019). Pavement material properties
are sourced from a built-in database [1, 2, 7, 8].
1.2. Database Parameters

The input data consists of two main components: Pave-
ment structure and TSD load configuration.
1.3. Pavement structure: Mechanical properties

Figure 2: Structure of the pavement under study [2]. In
scientific terminology from [1] , (𝐻𝑀𝐴) denotes a Hot Mix
Asphalt. Similarly, (𝐵𝐶 − 𝑔2) represents grade 2 aggregate
bituminous concrete, while (𝑝𝑓4) refers to class 4 subgrade.

• Thickness (m): Represents the thickness of each
pavement layer.

• Material: The type of material used in each layer,
such as Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) and Bituminous
Concrete (BC-g2).

• Modulus (𝐸𝑖): Indicates the elastic modulus (in MPa)
for each material, reflecting its stiffness.

• Poisson’s Ratio (𝜈): A value representing the mate-
rial’s deformation behavior under load.

Table 1
The characteristics of the pavement structure utilized to derive
the forward model (The French catalog [1, 2])

Layer (i) Thickness (m) Material 𝐸𝑖 (MPa) 𝜈 Interface ◦C

1 0.06 HMA 7000 0.35 (1) bound 15

2 0.09 BC-g2 9300 0.35 (1) bonded 15

3 0.09 BC-g2 9300 0.35 (1) bonded 15

4 ∞ Pf_4 16-250 0.35 (1) bonded 15

• Interface: Refers to the bonding condition between
layers (e.g., bonded or unbonded).

• Temperature (◦C): The temperature at which the
material properties are specified.

As illustrated in Figure 2 and Table 1, this study focuses on
the modulus of resilience, specifically denoted as 𝑀𝑅. Ac-
curate estimation of 𝑀𝑅 is critical for evaluating pavement
performance. To achieve this, a robust numerical forward
model was developed, which involved simulating data for
the variable 𝑆𝑉 across a range of 𝑀𝑅 values. This simulated
dataset serves as the foundation for training the machine
learning (ML) model, which subsequently estimates 𝑀𝑅based on Traffic Speed Deflectometer (TSD) measurements.
The numerical forward model was constructed through an
analytical-driven case study that employed predefined pa-
rameters (feature engineering) to build a controlled synthetic
dataset. This dataset was meticulously designed to facilitate
a thorough analysis and accurate categorization of the 𝑀𝑅values. Table 1 details the characteristics of this dataset.
The data, as presented in Figure 2, demonstrates a variation
in the modulus of resilience 𝑀𝑅 ranging from 16 MPa to
250 MPa. Initially, the modulus values for all other layers
were maintained constant to ensure consistency throughout
the study. This approach also allowed for an examination of
the sensitivity and impact of each layer’s modulus on the soil
independently.
Furthermore, the temperature across all layers was held
constant at 15°C to mitigate the effects of temperature fluc-
tuations on the results.

2. TSD Loading mechanism
The following tables provide an overview of key as-

pects of the Traffic Speed Deflectometer (TSD) mechanical
system. They encompass operational parameters, simulated
measurement coordinates, and sensor placements [10–13].
Understanding these details is crucial for both establishing
the database parameters and accurately interpreting TSD
data. This information represents the input components nec-
essary for database utilization and is essential for evaluat-
ing pavement performance effectively. Accurate knowledge
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Table 2
Coordinates of TSD Simulated Measurements with Load Values per Wheel

Load L1 L2 L3 L4 L5 L6 L7 L8 L9 L10
𝑅𝑥 (m) 0 0 0 0 8.150 8.150 8.150 8.150 11.750 11.750
𝑅𝑦 (m) -0.187 0.187 1.913 2.287 -0.187 0.187 1.913 2.287 -0.187 2.287
𝐹 (ton) 2.875 2.875 2.875 2.875 1.55 1.55 1.55 1.55 3.15 3.15

Table 3
TSD Load Configuration

Parameter 𝐹 𝑃 𝑉ℎ 𝑅 𝑓

Value 32.5 0.92 20 0.15 10

of these parameters ensures reliable results and facilitates
meaningful analysis of pavement behavior and conditions.
2.1. Coordinates of TSD Simulated Measurements

Table 2 details the coordinates of the TSD simulated
measurements along with the load values per wheel. This
table is crucial for understanding the spatial arrangement of
the load points and the corresponding sensor measurements.

• Vertical Distance (𝑅𝑥): The vertical distance from
the reference point of the load to the measurement
sensor, recorded in meters.

• Horizontal Distance (𝑅𝑦): The horizontal distance
from the load point to the sensor, recorded in meters.

• Load per Wheel (𝐹 ): The load applied by each wheel,
measured in tons.

2.2. TSD Load Configuration
Table 3 presents the configuration parameters of the TSD

load. These parameters define the loading characteristics of
the TSD system, which are critical for accurate pavement
assessment.

• Axle Load (𝐹 ): Represents the total load applied by
the TSD axle in kilonewtons (kN).

• Contact Pressure (𝑃 ): The pressure exerted at the
contact point between the tire and the pavement in
megapascals (MPa).

• Speed (𝑉ℎ): The constant speed of the TSD vehicle in
meters per second (m/s).

• Tire Radius (𝑅): The radius of the TSD tire in meters.
• Load Frequency (𝑓 ): The frequency at which the

TSD system applies the load, measured in Hertz (Hz).

Table 4
TSD Laser Doppler Sensor Position

Sensor 𝑆1 𝑆2 𝑆3 𝑆4 𝑆5 𝑆6 𝑆7 𝑆8

𝑆𝑥 (m) 0.1 0.2 0.30 0.45 0.60 0.90 1.1 3.8

2.3. Laser Doppler Sensor Position
Table 4 provides the positions of the Laser Doppler sen-

sors relative to the TSD load. This information is essential
for understanding the spatial arrangement of the sensors and
their role in capturing deflection measurements.

• Sensor Position (𝑆𝑥): The horizontal location of each
Laser Doppler sensor relative to the TSD load, mea-
sured in meters.

The following section will delve into the data processing
workflow, outlining the protocol and results associated with
each file in the dataset.

3. Structured Data Processing Framework
The synthetic dataset was constructed using Alize-LCPC

software, a proprietary tool developed by the University of
Gustave Eiffel. For over 30 years, Alize-LCPC has been
the leading industrial reference for pavement modeling and
design in France, despite not being open-source. This soft-
ware is protected under the title "Alizé-Lcpc" and version
"ALIZE V2 Base 2.0," and is certified by the Agence pour
la Protection des Programmes (APP) [8] .

• Alizé-Lcpc Input File:
The data processing workflow begins with an input file
for Alizé-Lcpc, containing the TSD load configuration
and parameters for the target pavement structure. This
file includes 235 distinct soil modulus values to sim-
ulate deflection slope under varying soil conditions.
Below is a screenshot of Alizé-Lcpc input file.

Figure 3: Screenshot of the Alizé-Lcpc Input File
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• Alize Output Files: Alizé-LCPC generates 235 out-
put files, each representing pavement deflection under
dual-wheel loading for a specific soil modulus from
the input. These files are concatenated into a single
file, with each column corresponding to a distinct soil
modulus value. Figure 3 provides a screenshot of the
Alizé-LCPC output files.

Figure 4: Screenshot of the Alizé-Lcpc Output Files

• Python: Slope Simulation: This file contains the sim-
ulated deflection slope data from a Python-based sim-
ulation program. It includes data for 235 soil modulus
values, representing deflections under the TSD. The
simulation applies both the superposition principle
and the first derivative method. The file comprises
columns for the horizontal offset from a 3.8-m ref-
erence point, total deflection beneath the TSD’s rear
wheels (µm), and the horizontal hypothesis distance
(m) from the load to each sensor. Additionally, it in-
cludes individual wheel deflections (µm), aggregated
deflection (using the superposition principle), and the
rate of deflection slope change per unit length (µm/m).
A corrected deflection slope is provided for increased
accuracy at 3.8 m from the load point: figure 4, a
screenshot of the Python simulation file.

Figure 5: Screenshot of the Python Slope Simulation
File

• Python: Concatenated Deflection Slope Database
File: This final file compiles and consolidates the 235
individual deflection slope files simulated in Python. It
represents the Concatenated deflection slope data for
all 10 wheels of the TSD, computed using the super-
position principle and the first derivative method in
the previous step. The figure below shows a screenshot
of the concatenated deflection slope database file.

To this end, combining these files and the processing
steps provides a detailed and integrated view of the relation-
ship between soil stiffness and pavement deflection behavior.

Figure 6: Screenshot of the Python Concatenated De-
flection Slope Database File

4. Results
4.1. Mechanical Behaviour Modelling

To simulate pavement behavior under the TSD system, a
load superposition principle was employed. This method is
appropriate as it aligns with the deflection behavior hypoth-
esis used in this study, based on Burmister’s linear elastic
isotropic model. This approach is commonly adopted in
pavement engineering to assess soil behavior under load
conditions [3–6].
The TSD system is composed of ten wheels (𝐹 𝑖𝑔 7a), and
the simulation involves calculating the total deflection by
summing the contributions from all TSD wheels [9]. After
simulating the overall deflection behavior of the TSD system
as illustrated in (𝐹 𝑖𝑔 7b), the 𝑆𝑉 parameter is derived by
calculating the first-order partial derivative of the combined
deflection. This step models the rate of change in pavement
deflection under the entire TSD load. Both the deflection and
𝑆𝑉 curves are presented in (𝐹 𝑖𝑔 7b).
To proceed with this, the configuration of the TSD load and
sensor positions must be defined, as shown in (𝐹 𝑖𝑔 7a).
Seven laser Doppler sensors (𝑆𝑛1 to 𝑆𝑛7) are positioned
relative to the TSD wheel loads, and these sensors measure
𝑆𝑉 beneath the loads.
To simplify the TSD calibration process, a zero value is
artificially assigned to the reference sensor 𝑆𝑛8, located 3.8
meters from the load point [12]. However, this assumption
introduces a systematic bias in the TSD measurements. The
impact of 𝑆𝑛8 on measurement uncertainty is demonstrated
in Figure 7b, where the difference between the green curve
(𝑆𝑛8 = 0) and the black curves (𝑆𝑛8 ≠ 0) illustrates its effect
on TSD measurement precision.
Additionally, (𝐹 𝑖𝑔 7b) shows that deflection is calculated at
1 cm intervals across every 4 m offset, a practice supported
by prior research [13]. These aspects are crucial in improv-
ing the understanding of the TSD numerical configuration
and the factors that influence pavement deflection simula-
tions.
4.2. Data Modelling and Processing

This section outlines the process of numerical data col-
lection and describes the key input features used in the study.
The dataset comprises 235 instances of simulated𝑆𝑉 values,
which serve as equivalent representations for varying 𝑀𝑅modulus values ranging from 16 to 250 MPa. The variables
𝑆𝑛1 to 𝑆𝑛7 correspond to the simulated TSD laser Doppler
deflection velocity slopes, with 𝑆𝑛1 being the sensor closest
to the load application point and 𝑆𝑛7 being the farthest. The
target variable, 𝑀𝑅, refers to the soil’s modulus of elasticity
and is predicted based on the values recorded by𝑆𝑛1 through
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(a)

(b)
Figure 7: TSD Numerical Model: (a) TSD load configuration [12], (b) Simulation of pavement behavior under TSD [3–6].

Figure 8: 𝑆𝑛1 to 𝑆𝑛7 Deflection slope analysis [3–6]

𝑆𝑛7.

Analysis of Figure 8 shows that the variability in 𝑆𝑉 in-
creases at positions farther from the loading center. There-
fore, sensors located at the edges of the deflection basin cap-
ture more detailed insights into the soil’s mechanical behav-
ior and load-bearing capacity. This observation aligns with
the findings of [14], which highlight the correlation between
deflection bowl characteristics and mechanistic evaluations
of pavement structures. These parameters are instrumental in
identifying sections with differing structural capacities and
performance levels.

5. Conclusion
• Numerical Forward Model: A robust numerical for-

ward model was developed using Burmister’s elastic
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linear isotropic theory, implemented via the Alizé-
Lcpc software. This model generated simulated de-
flection slope measurements under dual-wheel load-
ing conditions, providing valuable data for analyzing
pavement behavior.

• Dataset Creation: The study established a detailed
dataset incorporating material and structural parame-
ters, which is essential for estimating the Subgrade Re-
silient Modulus (𝑀𝑅) from Traffic Speed Deflectome-
ter (TSD) measurements. The dataset ranges from
16 MPa to 250 MPa, with consistent parameters for
accurate analysis.

• TSD Measurement and Loading Mechanism: Key
aspects of the TSD’s mechanical system, including
load configuration, sensor positioning, and deflection
measurement, were meticulously simulated. This in-
volved defining the TSD axle load, contact pressure,
and sensor placements to ensure accurate data collec-
tion.

• Sensor Analysis: Analysis of deflection slopes from
multiple laser Doppler sensors revealed that sensors
positioned farther from the load point provide more
detailed insights into the mechanical response of the
pavement. This enhanced variability supports more
accurate estimation of the soil modulus.

• Data Processing and Simulation: A machine learn-
ing model can be effectively trained using the syn-
thetic dataset generated from the forward model to
estimate 𝑀𝑅 values based on deflection slope data.
This approach enhances the ability to evaluate pave-
ment performance and structural integrity based on
TSD measurements.

Data Availability: DOI, License: Etalab 2.0
The dataset utilized in this research will be openly ac-

cessible to all researchers, accompanied by a comprehensive
description in a data paper. It has been assigned an official
DOI: https://doi.org/10.57745/QNUCI6 and is distributed
under the license: Etalab 2.0.
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